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MASERATI BIRDCAGE 75th:

AYEAR OF ACCOLADES
ROUNDTHE WORLD

Assignment of the prestigious Louis
Vuitton Classic Concept Award marks the
end of a fantastic year for the Maserati
Birdcage 75th, a prototype developed by
Pininfarina to celebrate its 75 years of
business, reviving the storied theme of the
dream car and seamlessly integrating
exclusive design, sports DNA and
technological innovation.

The Birdcage 75th carried off the elite
Louis Vuitton Award, assigned to the
maximum expression functioning prototype
amongst those presented at major
international Motor Shows during the year,
for the following reason: "Celebrating the
cooperation between Maserati, Motorola
and Pininfarina, the Birdcage 75th is both a
high level concept car integrating the most

The Maserati Birdcage 75th
at the 2005 Geneva Motor Show

modern technologies and a fascinating
dream car as was imagined in the Sixties”
At its debut at the 2005 Geneva Motor
Show, this extraordinary prototype already
carried off the “Best Concept” prize of the
Editors’ Choice Awards assigned by
Autoweek, the leading American car
magazine with the following motivation:
"Birdcage 75th is pure unadulterated
passion. The Pininfarina concept car also
embodies the spirit of the Geneva Show.
Birdcage 75th is precisely what Americans
expect from an independent design house
such as Pininfarina which has now become
a myth”.

In July, it made its world driving debut at
the Goodwood Festival of Speed
participating in the Supercar Run and
enchanting more than 150,000 spectators.
The Birdcage 75th also took front stage in
August 2005 when Pininfarina celebrated
its 75th anniversary at the 55th Pebble
Beach Concours d’Elegance in California
where it took its place on the podium
strutting its stuff between two wings of the
public present at the event.

The world tour of the prototype then
continued with a stopover at the Tokyo
Motor Show where the Japanese press
finally had a chance to admire the Birdcage
75th on the Maserati stand.

In October 2005, the International Jury of
the “L’Automobile pit Bella del Mondo™
award assigned the Birdcage 75th a
Special Prize for the quality of the concept
car motivating this as follows: "With this
Maserati, Pininfarina, reviving a famous
model of the early Sixties of the Tridente,
imposes its commanding, future-looking
innovative style™.

Then, back to America for a roster of
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Motorola events from | as Veqas to Miami

and another appearance before the

American public at the Los Angeles Motor

Show

The Birdcage 75th wounid up its world tour
returning to Europe where it was awarded

the Louws Vuitton prize m Pars, marking

the end of a year spangled with success for

this splendid Pininfarina concept car

fn this photo from the left
Christian Philippsen (Jury
Prosident Louts Vaitton
Classic Awardy,

Kea Okuyania (Design

D rector Pinnfarina)

and Yves, Carcplie
(Presdent Louis Vuitton},
In the above photo
Maserat Birdcage 75th

at Pebhie Beach
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ALLA MASERATI BIRDCAGE IL PREMIO VUITTON

Con l'assegnazione del prestigioso premio Louis Vuitton Classic Concept Award si chiude un anno
straordinario per la Maserati Birdcage 75th, prototipo che la ha realizzato per celebrare i suoi
75 anni di attivita, tornando sul tema delle auto da sogno e integrando con estrema armonia design
esclusivo, Dna sportivo ed innovazione tecnologica. La Birdcage 75th si & aggiudicata il prestigioso
premio Louis Vuitton, che viene conferito al prototipo funzionante massima espressione tra quelli
presentati nei pit importanti Saloni Internazionali dell'’Automobile durante I'anno. "Celebrando la
collaborazione tra Maserati, Motorola e Pininfarina - si legge nella motivazione - la Birdcage 75th & allo
stesso tempo una evoluta concept car contenente le pit moderne tecnologie ed un'affascinante dream car
come le si immaginava negli anni 60",

Il prototipo Pininfarina ha quindi sbaragliato la concorrenza di Bertone Villa, Citroen C Sport Lounge, Ford
losis, Italdesign-Giugiaro GG50, Lexus LFS, Mazda Senku, Maybach Exelero e Renault Zoe. Il premio,
consegnato nella suggestiva sede della Louis Vuitton presso gli Champs-Elysées, & stato ritirato da Ken
Okuyama Design Director Pininfarina, accompagnato dal Chief Des "I prestigiosi premi ricevuti - ha
commentato LAGRENARMEERRE, amministratore delegato della societa - sottolineano le straordinarie
capacita della Pininfarina non solo in termini di creativita, ma anche di perfetta integrazione delle
competenze progettuali e costruttive nella complessa realizzazione di un prototipo perfettamente
funzionante".

www.soldionline.it
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MASERATI BIRDCACH 751H

OPENING UP
THE BIRDCAGE

Pininfarina’s Birdcage 75th is the concept car that Maserati hopes will revitalise the brand,
and a direct reference to its classic 1960s racer. Octane snatches an exclusive drive
Words: Mall Davis Photography: Prusnfaring & Michel Zombrunn
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Pininfarina’s vision of the future Maserati,
the Maseratt Birdcage 75th, was the wildest coucept at this year’s
Geneva Show. Based on an MC12 Stradale chassis, the Birdcage 75th
faithfully echoes the most famous Maserati racers ever ~ the Tipo 61
and 63 Birdcages produced angd raced setween 1959 and 1962,

Both classic Birdcage types were powered by 3-titre, four-cylinder
engines, the crucial difference heing that the Tipo 61 was front
engined while the more powerful Tipo 63 had its motor mounted
behind the driver. Sdeen of the farmer were delivered hetween 1959-
'62, while just seven of the mid-engined cars were built between 1960
and "62; though parts (and chassis numbers) were so freely swapped
about in the period that identifying cars is sund-numbingly difficult.

The car lurking in the hackground of our studio pics is an earfy Tino
61 but the Birdeage 75th has more in commen with the Tipo 63 ~
spectfically, the three Tipo 63s that were canverted to take V12
engines for Le Mans in 1963. Two of them didn’t finish the 24 Hours
but the third, driven by Dick Thempsen and Augie Pabst, came home
fourth gverall, Behind three Ferraris, ming you.

fromeally, o Ferrari was also the inspiration tor the Birdeage 75th,
according to New York native Jason Costricta, who designed s
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Engine

5998cc alt-alunmum
V2. Faur overheag
cams. 48 vatyes,
sequentigs autii-poing
fvel injection
Power

7000m;: @ 7808cpm
48510 1t @ 5500rpm
Transmission
Sequentiai-shify
Sx-speed manual,
fear-wheel drive,
iraction controt
Suspension
Indepengent, coit ang
alununium wishhone
Brakes
Veatdated, cross
drilled, cast-iron
Breabo discy
Weight

35700 (1520kg)
Performance
U-60mph 3.9seg
Top speed 223mpn
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stuaning streamiined exterior As a child, Castriota had been
powerfully influenceqd by the Pininfaring Ferrari Mooulo ol
1970, designeqd by Paoto Martin, femember being a kid ang
seeing reports on this absotutely revolutionary car design
based on the chassis of the racing Ferrari 512 S

Andrea Pininfarina, who is Currently frying to rePoSItion
himself as 3 cooler design-savvy guy instead of the relatively
sensible engineer he actualy is, agrees that the Modulo was 3
worthy predecessor:

‘We wanteg something that wasn’t 1ust Eye-catching for the
75th Geneva Show and Pininfarina’s 75th anmiversary. We
really wanted to make a strong statement, something that
would Jast, like what we did in 1970 with the Modulo. But we
wanted to do it with Maserati to celebrate the retyrn of our
coflaboration’

From the side in particular, you immediately notice the 75th's
sensual and relatively compact contours when compared with
the fong-leggedness of the MC1? and slightly stunted feef of the
£nzo. The Birdcage 75th keeps the same 2800mm wheelbage
but is 487mm shorter than the MCI2. There are many whe,
while loving the mC12 driving experience, cant get over the
exaggerated length, which makes it practically impossiple 1,
drive this Stradaie on any stradabut a three-lane.

My drive in the Birdcage 75th happened aroung Pininfaring’s
headquarters and the car is an unhomologated prototype, s
1 did manage (o stretch its fegs enough. The stunning Ferryy;
G-litre V12 borrowed from the Enzo is in this versign good for
more than 700bhp and it wilf hit this fully tuneg stratospheric
Power by mid-August, when it is shown off the Pebbie Beach
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Conicours d'Eiégance in California. Nought to 62mph (100kphy)
Hashes by in an Enzo-rivalling 3.2 seconds.

Comparing 1t with recent track time spent in the Maserati
MC12 Stradate, the Birdcage 75th 5eems to possess the
formers near-perfect handling ang ride. Hefping matters along
in this respect are 275/30 20-inch tyres {alleged to be custom
Goodyears, although there wag no indicator on the rubber) on
speciaily cast alloy wheels at the tront, and 295/35 treads on
22-inchers at the rear. Brakes remain slightly imadequate cast-
iron Brembos, byt ceramics should be fittegd soon.

Swathed primarily in biue alcantara, the twg seats are truty
out of this world. They support your entire hody all the way
down to the pedals and coulg hardly be mare sinfully
comfortable, The Si-speed  Cambiocorsa transmission js
operated vig g racing-influenced sequential shifter on the
tonsole ~ back for upshifts and forward for downshifting. Alf of
the vehicle’s vital Signs are back-h through a thick Plexigias
display. The screen in the steering wheel carries the sat-nay
system, while all side views are transmitted to twg monitors at
the front corners of the cabin. Steering via the rectangular
wheel is extremely close to what you see on the telly during F1
coverage, and the higher steering ratip directly influences this
great man-machine interface.

The Birdcage 75t is a hitting reminder gt the fast time that
Maserati went big-time racing, After factory-backed racing
ceased in 1967 with the unsuccessful Tipg 45, it togk untit 2004
for Maserati 1o get back on the track with the same
configuration they'd used 40 years 380. And now, with Ferrari's
help, they're serious contenders in the FIA’S GT1 class,







